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Applicant thanks the Examiner for the kind and courteous telephonic interview of 
September 4, 2003. Applicant faxed a draft amendment to the Examiner prior to the interview. 
In the interview, Applicant and the Examiner discussed independent claims 1, 19, 32, and 38 in 
light of Silverman and Dereume et al. No exhibits were shown or discussed. 

In regards to the rejections based on the Silverman reference, Applicant noted that 
Silverman does not describe separate graft members that are "configured to be separately layered 
in a deployment state in the weakened body lumen." The Examiner stated that the "configured to 
be separately deployed" limitation was not considered in determining patentability of the claims. 
Applicant argued that all words in a claim must be considered in determining patentability of the 
claim. 
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In regards to the rejections based on the Dereume et al. reference, Applicant 
argued that Dereume et al. does not describe or suggest having two overlapping layers over the 
weakened portion of the vessel Instead Dereume had an overlap section that was less than the 
length of the patient's weakened body lumen. 

While no agreement was reached, Applicant submits that the'claims, as filed in 
the response of September 4, 2003, are allowable. 

CONCLUSION 

If the Examiner believes an additional telephone conference would expedite 
prosecution of this application, please telephone the undersigned at 206-467-9600. 
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